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EMANCIPATION
ABBOCIATION INC

Thousands of celebrants came to participate in
activities ~ band performances, pageants, contests and
speeches by prominent black leaders and professionals to
applaud and encourage “the progress of race.” Many came
on the special excursion train from Washington, DC for
the day.

Emancipation Day was a great celebration, and
brought pride and inspiration to the black community at a
time of segregation and inequality. Interest in the
celebrations faded in the late 1960s with major gains in civil
rights; they were discontinued in 1970.

Purcell’s Store: The First Village Center A step
back in time to a forgotten village... It was here, in 1822,
Valentine “Vol” Purcell, opened Purcell’s Store and the
village’s first post office. On July 9, 1852, the post office
was renamed Purcellville, giving the community its modern
name. Imagine this building in the in the mid-19th century, a
bustling store piled high with goods and the center of life in
the tiny village. Situated on the turnpike connecting
Alexandria and Winchester, the store was a stagecoach
stop until 1874 when the railroad came.

The Purcell family continued to operate the store
until 19o1. Since that time, it has had several other uses,
including a stint as the Purcellville town office.

Purcellville & the Civil War at Purcell’s Store
The vote that would decide secession for Virginia was held
locally at Purcell’s Store on May 23, 1861. Typical of divided
Loudoun, the precinct voted 82 to 31 to support secession
and the joining of the Confederacy. Soon, young Purcellville
men were enlisting in Confederate units, including the son
of Rodney Purcell, storekeeper. Company A of the 8th
Virginia Volunteer Infantry was the unit of choice for many
local men. Young Joe Janney, who lived in the double-
chimneyed white house just east of us at 330 East Main
Street, lost a leg at First Manassas just weeks after he
joined.

During the war, Purcellville found itself a busy
thoroughfare for troops, with encampments of both sides
nearby. Commanders such as Stuart, Early, Mosby,
McClellan, Burnside and Hooker all saw the straggling
little village along the turnpike. On November 1,1862, most
of the Union’s Army of the Potomac encamped at Heaton’s
Crossroads at the east end of town, roughly where
Loudoun Valley High School is today. General George
B. McClellan stayed the night at Rodney Purcell’s home
still standing beside his store.

The Hampton Hotel (from Purcell’s Store, across the
street, on the south side) As the first hotel in Purcellville,
built in 1838 by Samuel Purcell, this was a key stage stop on
the road from Alexandria to Winchester. The small east
wing of the hotel is the oldest, built in 1838 by the Samuel
Purcell for the stagecoach trade. Later, the enlarged hotel
served businessmen and vacationers visiting Purcellville.
At the turn of the century, heat-spent city folk could travel
to Purcellville by train to enjoy what the railroad called a
“region of inspiring scenery, pure, bracing air and healthful
climate... calculated to favorably respond to the desire for
rest, pleasure, health and recreation.”

Later, Nick Hampton and his wife ran the hotel,
offering boarding rooms to meet this need. One could
relax on the porch, read in the shade, go for a hike, take a
carriage ride out into the country, play croquet, or go for
aswim... the possibilities were many. Some would take the
train for a day trip to Bluemont and hike up to Bears’ Den
on the Blue Ridge. Others would stay to attend the popular
midsummer “Bush Meetings.” The hotel has been closed
for many years.
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Purcellville, VA

Discovering the gems
Ojjltown. Rich in history, Purcellville
has evolved from a crossrooads settlement on
the Leesburg and Snickers Gap Turnpike into
a thriving 20th century agricultural hub for
western Loudoun. Today Purcellville is one of
the fastest growing suburbs of the Washington
Metro Area with Loudoun the second fastest

growing county in the nation.

The Purcellville Preservation Association is
dedicated to promoting community pride and
awareness of the historical and natural
resources as well as enhancing the town through
preservation and beautification.

visit us!

ppa-va.org



